KASHGARIA
done in opposition to the wishes of parents it is bad. In the
name of goodness why not let those who still believe in the
Koran go their own way?" "The Russians/' he went on,
"are most active in the north of the province, at Urumchi,
where there is a Soviet military school. At Urumchi, also,
the police system is so organized that everybody has to mind
what he is saying, even in his own house* It reached the
point that all White Russians who held to their own ideas
had to leave the province. There are no real Russians here
yet," he wound up, "only Sart* advisers, who 'understudy'
every village mayor."
Still Another Revolt.
We passed ten potai before we came to Kizil on the second
day. The heat was torrid. Throughout the journey I never
saw Peter's nose without being sunburnt, and when I think of
him during the journey I see him lying down, resting on one
elbow—he tired quickly of sitting Turkish fashion—and
impatiently scratching the shrivelled-up skin of his nose with
his nail. Not to have to suffer in the same way I wore an
eye-shade. I had had it for months, and it was, with my knife,
among my most cherished possessions. It was broken in
three places, but with the help of some sticking-plaster I had
prolonged its life by weeks. Only the adhesive material of
the sticking-plaster melted in the sun and in the end the thing
was unusable.
The next day Nyaz announced that it was eleven potai
to Yangi Hissar. That was the day I first saw the very
high snowy mountains which abut on the Pamirs. Away
to the south they were glittering like rare silk and I scarcely
took my eyes off them till the veil of dust that usually hangs
over Sinkiang hid them once more. As in the Tsaidam, I was
* The name given to the settled natives of Russian Turkestan. The
word is Indian and originally meant caravan-leader. About the thirteenth
century it came to mean 'Moslem/
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